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Veterans Affairs to convey the Thomas T. 
Connally Medical Center to the State of 
Texas; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 46 
Whereas, the Thomas T. Connally Depart-

ment of Veterans Affairs Medical Center was 
a fundamental part of the City of Marlin, 
Texas, for more than 50 years, and its recent 
closure dealt a significant blow to the com-
munity and surrounding area; and 

Whereas, the beginning in 1943, the citizens 
of Marlin organized a campaign to secure 
their city as the location for a proposed 
naval medical facility; initially, 31 indi-
vidual contributors donated $2,025 to finance 
their preliminary effort, and two years later, 
the city raised an additional $25,000 in small 
contributions from the local citizenry to 
purchase 150 acres of land for a new naval 
hospital; and 

Whereas, although Marlin’s selection as 
the site for the hospital had been announced 
in 1944, and the order approving construction 
of the new 500-bed facility was signed by 
President Harry S. Truman on July 1, 1945, 
congressional funding for the project was 
omitted from appropriations legislation 
later that year; and 

Whereas, undeterred, the residents focused 
on attracting a 200-bed Veterans Administra-
tion general and surgical hospital and col-
lected additional funds for the purchase of 
eight acres to donate for the facility; the 
city’s efforts came to fruition when the Mar-
lin Veterans Administration Hospital opened 
on November 1, 1950, with a staff of 14 physi-
cians, 42 nurses, and two dentists; during its 
50 years of operation, the hospital provided 
hundreds of jobs to area residents, con-
tinuing to reward the community’s early 
faith and determination; and 

Whereas, in 1992, the facility was renamed 
the Thomas T. Connally Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Medical Center after United 
States Senator Connally, who championed 
the city’s efforts to have the hospital located 
in Marlin; regrettably, the medical center 
has since been closed by the United States 
Department of Veterans Affairs, and there 
currently are no plans for its reuse despite a 
recent extensive remodeling; and 

Whereas, although the center’s closure was 
a major economic loss to the residents of 
Marlin, the city’s spirit and goodwill have 
yet to waver; in the aftermath of Hurricanes 
Rita and Katrina, Marlin opened the 
Connally Veterans Administration Medical 
Center to house medically fragile evacuees 
from the affected areas, but, with that nota-
ble exception, the complex has sat empty 
and will likely be razed if a permanent use 
for the center cannot be found; and 

Whereas, fortunately, the Connally Vet-
erans Administration Medical Center facili-
ties can be easily converted for a number of 
uses by the state, presenting a practical and 
beneficial use for the idle buildings; prece-
dent for the adaptation of a Veterans Admin-
istration facility to state use was established 
in 2001 when the United States Congress au-
thorized the conveyance, without consider-
ation, of all real property and improvements 
associated with the Fort Lyon Veterans Ad-
ministration Medical Center in Las Animas, 
Colorado, to the state of Colorado; and 

Whereas, elected officials from Falls Coun-
ty and the City of Marlin, as well as many 
civic leaders, have expressed their support 
for the reuse of the Connally Veterans Ad-
ministration Medical Center, and given the 
City of Marlin’s long history with the site 
and the fact that it would cost more to de-
stroy the center than to convey the facility 
to the State of Texas, it is only fitting that 
the state take advantage of this available re-
source: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, that the 80th Legislature of the 
State of Texas hereby respectfully request 
the Congress of the United States to author-
ize the secretary of the United States De-
partment of Veterans Affairs to convey the 
Thomas T. Connally Department of Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center located in Marlin, 
Texas, to the State of Texas; and, be it fur-
ther 

Resolved, that the Texas secretary of state 
forward official copies of this resolution to 
the president of the United States, to the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives and 
the president of the Senate of the United 
States Congress, to all members of the Texas 
delegation to the Congress, and to the Sec-
retary of the United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs with the request that this 
resolution be officially entered in the Con-
gressional Record as a memorial to the Con-
gress of the United States of America. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. DORGAN (for himself and Mr. 
MCCAIN): 

S. 2087. A bill to amend certain laws relat-
ing to Native Americans to make technical 
corrections, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. FEINGOLD (for himself, Mr. 
SUNUNU, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, 
Mr. SALAZAR, and Mr. HAGEL): 

S. 2088. A bill to place reasonable limita-
tions on the use of National Security Let-
ters, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. NELSON of Florida (for him-
self, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Ms. MIKULSKI, 
Ms. COLLINS, Mr. KOHL, and Mr. 
KERRY): 

S. 2089. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to reduce the coverage 
gap in prescription drug coverage under part 
D of such title based on savings to the Medi-
care program resulting from the negotiation 
of prescription drug prices; to the Committee 
on Finance. 

By Mr. AKAKA (by request): 
S. 2090. A bill to protect privacy and secu-

rity concerns in court records; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. AKAKA (by request): 
S. 2091. A bill to increase the number of the 

court’s active judges; to the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Mr. FEINGOLD, and Mr. OBAMA): 

S. 2092. A bill to amend title 11, United 
States Code, to improve protections for em-
ployees and retirees in business bank-
ruptcies; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself and Mr. 
SANDERS): 

S. 2093. A bill to amend the Wild and Sce-
nic Rivers Act to designate a segment of the 
Missisquoi and Trout Rivers in the State of 
Vermont for study for potential addition to 
the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System; 
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. LUGAR: 
S. Res. 330. A resolution expressing the 

sense of the Senate regarding the degrada-

tion of the Jordan River and the Dead Sea 
and welcoming cooperation between the peo-
ples of Israel, Jordan, and Palestine; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself and 
Ms. SNOWE): 

S. Res. 331. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate that Turkey should end 
its military occupation of the Republic of 
Cyprus, particularly because Turkey’s pre-
text has been refuted by over 13,000,000 cross-
ings of the divide by Turkish-Cypriots and 
Greek Cypriots into each other’s commu-
nities without incident; to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 65 

At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 
name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. CLINTON) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 65, a bill to modify the age-60 
standard for certain pilots and for 
other purposes. 

S. 305 

At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 
names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
OBAMA) and the Senator from South 
Dakota (Mr. JOHNSON) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 305, a bill to amend the 
Packers and Stockyards Act, 1921, to 
make it unlawful for a packer to own, 
feed, or control livestock intended for 
slaughter. 

S. 773 

At the request of Mr. WARNER, the 
names of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
SMITH) and the Senator from Kansas 
(Mr. BROWNBACK) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 773, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow Fed-
eral civilian and military retirees to 
pay health insurance premiums on a 
pretax basis and to allow a deduction 
for TRICARE supplemental premiums. 

S. 790 

At the request of Mr. LUGAR, the 
name of the Senator from Texas (Mrs. 
HUTCHISON) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 790, a bill to amend the Richard B. 
Russell National School Lunch Act to 
permit the simplified summer food pro-
grams to be carried out in all States 
and by all service institutions. 

S. 819 

At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the 
name of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mr. CORKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 819, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to expand tax-free 
distributions from individual retire-
ment accounts for charitable purposes. 

S. 1105 

At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the 
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
WEBB) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1105, a bill to provide Federal assist-
ance to States, local jurisdictions, and 
Indian tribes to prosecute hate crimes, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1232 

At the request of Mr. DODD, the name 
of the Senator from Washington (Mrs. 
MURRAY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1232, a bill to direct the Secretary of 
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Health and Human Services, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Edu-
cation, to develop a voluntary policy 
for managing the risk of food allergy 
and anaphylaxis in schools, to estab-
lish school-based food allergy manage-
ment grants, and for other purposes. 

S. 1359 
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1359, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act to enhance 
public and health professional aware-
ness and understanding of lupus and to 
strengthen the Nation’s research ef-
forts to identify the causes and cure of 
lupus. 

S. 1382 
At the request of Mr. REID, the 

names of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
GRASSLEY) and the Senator from Wash-
ington (Ms. CANTWELL) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 1382, a bill to amend 
the Public Health Service Act to pro-
vide the establishment of an 
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis Reg-
istry. 

S. 1494 
At the request of Mr. DOMENICI, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. LOTT) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1494, a bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to reauthorize the 
special diabetes programs for Type I di-
abetes and Indians under that Act. 

S. 1515 
At the request of Mr. BIDEN, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1515, a bill to establish a domestic vio-
lence volunteer attorney network to 
represent domestic violence victims. 

S. 1518 
At the request of Mr. REED, the name 

of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
OBAMA) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1518, a bill to amend the McKinney- 
Vento Homeless Assistance Act to re-
authorize the Act, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1543 
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the 

names of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Ms. LANDRIEU), the Senator from 
Idaho (Mr. CRAPO) and the Senator 
from Hawaii (Mr. AKAKA) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 1543, a bill to establish 
a national geothermal initiative to en-
courage increased production of energy 
from geothermal resources, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1555 
At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG, 

the name of the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 1555, a bill to establish 
certain duties for pharmacies to ensure 
provision of Food and Drug Adminis-
tration-approved contraception, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1571 
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SPECTER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1571, a bill to reform the 

essential air service program, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1603 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. BARRASSO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1603, a bill to authorize Con-
gress to award a gold medal to Jerry 
Lewis, in recognition of his out-
standing service to the Nation. 

S. 1616 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1616, a bill to amend the 
Clean Air Act to promote and assure 
the quality of biodiesel fuel, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1661 
At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1661, a bill to commu-
nicate United States travel policies 
and improve marketing and other ac-
tivities designed to increase travel in 
the United States from abroad. 

S. 1750 
At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. COLEMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1750, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to 
preserve access to community cancer 
care by Medicare beneficiaries. 

S. 1895 
At the request of Mr. REED, the name 

of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
AKAKA) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1895, a bill to aid and support pediatric 
involvement in reading and education. 

S. 1930 
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. COLEMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1930, a bill to amend the Lacey 
Act Amendments of 1981 to prevent il-
legal logging practices, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1965 
At the request of Mr. STEVENS, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. VITTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1965, a bill to protect children 
from cybercrimes, including crimes by 
online predators, to enhance efforts to 
identify and eliminate child pornog-
raphy, and to help parents shield their 
children from material that is inappro-
priate for minors. 

S. 2035 
At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the 

name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2035, a bill to maintain 
the free flow of information to the pub-
lic by providing conditions for the fed-
erally compelled disclosure of informa-
tion by certain persons connected with 
the news media. 

S. 2061 
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2061, a bill to amend the Fair 
Labor Standards Act of 1938 to exempt 

certain home health workers from the 
provisions of such Act. 

S. 2063 
At the request of Mr. CONRAD, the 

names of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mr. CORKER), the Senator from Ten-
nessee (Mr. ALEXANDER), the Senator 
from South Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM) and 
the Senator from Ohio (Mr. VOINOVICH) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 2063, a 
bill to establish a Bipartisan Task 
Force for Responsible Fiscal Action, to 
assure the economic security of the 
United States, and to expand future 
prosperity and growth for all Ameri-
cans. 

S. 2067 
At the request of Mr. MARTINEZ, the 

name of the Senator from Texas (Mrs. 
HUTCHISON) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2067, a bill to amend the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act relating 
to recreational vessels. 

S. 2075 
At the request of Mr. BROWNBACK, the 

name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. SESSIONS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2075, a bill to ensure that 
women seeking an abortion receive an 
ultrasound and the opportunity to re-
view the ultrasound before giving in-
formed consent to receive an abortion. 

S. 2085 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

names of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. COLEMAN), the Senator from Texas 
(Mr. CORNYN) and the Senator from 
Texas (Mrs. HUTCHISON) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 2085, a bill to delay for 
6 months the requirement to use of 
tamper-resistant prescription pads 
under the Medicaid program. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2067 
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the 

name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
WEBB) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 2067 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 1585, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2008 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2872 
At the request of Mr. SMITH, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mrs. DOLE) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 2872 intended to 
be proposed to H.R. 1585, to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2008 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the 
name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. CLINTON) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 2872 intended to 
be proposed to H.R. 1585, supra. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2919 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KENNEDY) and the Senator 
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from Vermont (Mr. LEAHY) were added 
as cosponsors of amendment No. 2919 
intended to be proposed to H.R. 1585, to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2008 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2931 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 2931 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 1585, to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2008 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2969 
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the 

names of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mrs. MCCASKILL) and the Senator from 
Maine (Ms. SNOWE) were added as co-
sponsors of amendment No. 2969 pro-
posed to H.R. 1585, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2008 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2972 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
OBAMA) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 2972 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 1585, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2008 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2989 
At the request of Mr. DODD, the name 

of the Senator from California (Mrs. 
BOXER) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 2989 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 1585, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2008 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the 
names of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. BYRD) and the Senator from 
Iowa (Mr. HARKIN) were added as co-
sponsors of amendment No. 2989 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 1585, 
supra. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2993 
At the request of Ms. LANDRIEU, the 

name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CONRAD) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 2993 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 1585, to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 

2008 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3003 

At the request of Mrs. MCCASKILL, 
the name of the Senator from West 
Virginia (Mr. BYRD) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 3003 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 1585, to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2008 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3012 

At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG, 
the names of the Senator from Virginia 
(Mr. WEBB) and the Senator from Mis-
souri (Mrs. MCCASKILL) were added as 
cosponsors of amendment No. 3012 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 1585, to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2008 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3017 

At the request of Mr. KYL, the names 
of the Senator from Nevada (Mr. EN-
SIGN) and the Senator from South 
Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM) were added as 
cosponsors of amendment No. 3017 pro-
posed to H.R. 1585, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2008 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. FEINGOLD (for himself, 
Mr. SUNUNU, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. 
MURKOWSKI, Mr. SALAZAR, and 
Mr. HAGEL): 

S. 2088. A bill to place reasonable 
limitations on the use of National Se-
curity Letters, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. FEINGOLD. I am pleased today 
to introduce the National Security Re-
form Act of 2007, a bipartisan effort 
that has the support of Senators who I 
respect a great deal, and with whom I 
have worked over the years on the Pa-
triot Act and other issues. It also has 
the support of organizations and activ-
ists across the political spectrum. 

This past spring, the Inspector Gen-
eral of the Justice Department issued 
the results of a congressionally man-
dated audit, an audit that examined 
the FBI’s implementation of its dra-
matically expanded authority under 
the USA PATRIOT Act to issue Na-
tional Security Letters, or NSLs. The 
Inspector General found, as he put it: 

‘‘widespread and serious misuse of the 
FBI’s national security letter authori-
ties. In many instances, the FBI’s mis-
use of national security letters vio-
lated NSL statutes, Attorney General 
Guidelines, or the FBI’s own internal 
policies.’’ A subsequent internal audit 
conducted by the FBI itself confirmed 
the IG’s findings. 

After the IG report came out, the Ju-
diciary Committee heard from the In-
spector General himself, who described 
his conclusions in detail, and from the 
FBI Director, who talked about some 
steps the FBI is taking in response to 
the report. 

I appreciate that the FBI agrees with 
the IG’s conclusions and recognizes 
that it needs to change the way it does 
business when it comes to NSLs. But in 
my view, leaving it to the FBI to fix 
this problem is not enough. 

Unfortunately, Congress shares some 
responsibility for the FBI’s troubling 
implementation of these broad authori-
ties. The FBI’s apparently lax attitude 
and in some cases grave misuse of 
these potentially very intrusive au-
thorities is attributable in no small 
part to the USA PATRIOT Act. That 
flawed legislation greatly expanded the 
NSL authorities, essentially granting 
the FBI a blank check to obtain some 
very sensitive records about Ameri-
cans, including people not under any 
suspicion of wrong-doing, without judi-
cial approval. Congress gave the FBI 
very few rules to follow and failed to 
adequately remedy those shortcomings 
when it considered the NSL statutes as 
part of the Patriot Act reauthorization 
process. 

This Inspector General report proves 
that ‘‘trust us’’ doesn’t cut it when it 
comes to the Government’s power to 
obtain Americans’ sensitive business 
records—without a court order and 
without any suspicion that they are 
tied to terrorism or espionage. It was a 
significant mistake for Congress to 
grant the Government broad authori-
ties and just keep its fingers crossed 
that they wouldn’t be misused. 

Congress has the responsibility to 
put appropriate limits on government 
authorities—limits that allow agents 
to actively pursue criminals, terrorists 
and spies, but that also protect the pri-
vacy of innocent Americans. 

In addition, a Federal district court 
recently struck down one of the new 
NSL statutes, as modified by the Pa-
triot Act reauthorization legislation 
enacted in 2006. The court found that a 
statutory provision permitting the FBI 
to impose a permanent, blanket non-
disclosure order on recipients of NSLs 
violated the First Amendment. 

Congress also has not provided suffi-
cient privacy protections to govern the 
related authority in Section 215 of the 
Patriot Act, which permits the Govern-
ment to obtain court orders for Ameri-
cans’ business records under the For-
eign Intelligence Surveillance Act. 
Often referred to as the ‘‘library’’ pro-
vision, although it covers all types of 
business records, Section 215 was one of 
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